
Your Invaluable Guide To 
Kitchen & Bar Design



What’s the best layout?
Your new kitchen layout needs to be designed 
to specifically fit your lifestyle.  Dreaming of an 
open-plan kitchen-diner?  Consider where 
each area or zone will work best.  You 
will normally spend more time 
relaxing in the living or dining 
areas, so it suits these to be
in the areas of greater natural
light, next to windows looking 
out onto the garden.  In an 
open-plan layout, kitchens 
can afford to be placed 
in the darker areas, with 
strategic area lighting. 2

1
Understand your existing space
Before you start considering kitchen cupboards and tiles, you need 
to thoroughly understand the space you’re working with. Producing 
scale drawings is essential, and if these are beyond your capabilities 
we recommend asking a kitchen company, or an architect to do 
these for you. This will clearly show you exactly how much room you 
have to work with, and you can start planning how to make the most 
of it.

Think over the positioning of external doors and windows, as well as 
any internal doors...  Make sure your plan allows for the best possible 
flow throughout the kitchen, as well the transition to the rest of the 
house and your outdoor space.  

DESIGN TIP: You’ve probably heard of the growing trend for ‘broken-plan’ living - the 
new take on open-plan living, where the spaces are only partly separated...

Including a sliding door to divide off the dining room, or a half-height wall between 
the living area and kitchen are potential applications to consider for your kitchen.
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DESIGN TIP:  Consider building curved walls to eliminate dead corners in your kitchen.  
Portland designed the above kitchen to flow in an arc around the corners so the worktop 

space can all be utilised, it also looks very elegant!

Have you considered 
the following in your 
kitchen design?
Wall units/base units
Open display shelving
Glass-fronted display units
Drinks bar/cabinets
Larder units
Island
Breakfast bar
Ovens/hob/warming drawers
Coffee machine
Fridge/microwave/appliance areas
Sink
Dishwasher
Tap/boiling water tap
Extractor
Dining area
Living area
Underfloor heating
Utility room
Roof-lights/bi-fold/sliding doors 

Decisions...
Will your kitchen feature an island or 
breakfast bar?  Increasingly popular 
components in modern kitchens, de-
cide where the best location is with your 
designer...  Positioning your sink and/
or cooking facilities on a central island 
makes a focal point of the island and 
allows the cook to socialise with guests 
whilst cooking.

Major design choices need to be 
carefully made...  The whole success 
of a design can hinge on your glazing 
choice - would roof-lights transform an 
otherwise dark room?  Will sliding doors 
enhance the space, or bi-fold?3
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Style it!
So you’ve got the layout finalised...now 
comes the fun process of selecting the 
details!  A lot will depend on your personal 
taste, but it is worth considering 
practicality for your lifestyle.  For example, 
younger families may decide to go with 
wipe-clean cupboard fronts rather than 
painted Shaker units...

We recommend exploring home 
magazines, kitchen catalogues and of 
course the Portland Collective blog posts 
and case studies to curate a feel of what 
you’re drawn to when it comes to 
kitchens.   Creating moodboards of your 
favourite finishes and images can also be 
a great way to help finalise styles.

TOP TIP:  To ensure you’re not looking outside of your budget, finalise it at this stage 
and always keep it before you.  Don’t rule out marble work surfaces or other 

high-end choices though... remember there are plenty of cheaper substitutes and 
alternative.  Portland specialise in closely matching designer kitchens for sometimes 
as little as half the price!  Keep an open mind, and you can create the kitchen of 

your dreams for the price you dreamed of!
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Manage the cost
Generally speaking, a kitchen remodel costs 
less than an extension.  However, we see the 
kitchen as the most important room in the 
house - a central hub for entertaining, and 
day-to-day living...  It’s well worth investing in 
to get it perfectly styled to how you want!

Prioritise high-quality worktops and taps as 
important investments.

For tighter budgets, keep your designs simple.

A painted kitchen of high-quality is often one 
of the best value options.  Simply repaint rather 
than replace to update the look.

Designer or ‘trend’ kitchens can date quickly, 
so think twice before committing.
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Best team on the job?
Once any necessary permission has been grant-
ed and your kitchen plans have been finalised, 
you’ll need to decide who you want to work on 
your project. 

We recommend you aim to have 
two to three quotes for every 
trade you need to employ.  
As always, recommendations 
are the best way to find 
trustworthy people for your 
project, so make sure you 
check with family and friends 
before searching yourself.

Portland offer a design and deliver 
service for your kitchen project.  This means that 
after working through design details with the 
client, we will supply the kitchen to your site, at a 
time which suits the kitchen fitter you have 
chosen.  If you’ve already begun on your 
journey with another kitchen design company, 
chances are that we can offer similar, as well as 
providing this design and deliver service.

8

Permission granted

If your kitchen project includes structural changes, for example you 
may be intending to knock down dividing walls to create an open 
plant layout, you won’t normally require planning permission.  This is 
because such internal changes would normally be covered by per-
mitted development.  

Similar applies to the majority of single-storey extensions, but it’s ad-
visable to always check with your local planning authority in case of 
any exclusions or extra criteria that may apply to your project.  Even 
when permission isn’t required, a certificate of lawful development 
can be useful when the time comes to sell your house.7
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DESIGN TIP:  Lighting has a dramatic effect on the feel of a kitchen.  
Incorporating roof lights allows plenty of natural light and an airy atmosphere, 

but in the instance of a drinks bar we can form a cosy haven using under 
cupboard LED lighting.



Completion!
Now the scene is set for the 
installation to take place - the most 
exciting part of the project, when you 
see your concept finally coming to 
life!

If you decide to go down the route 
of employing an independent fitter, it 
is worth considering that a high level 
of professionalism is needed when it 
comes to fitting expensive worktops. 
An additional accredited electrician 
and plumber may also be needed for 
the installation of your oven, sink, and 
any other electrical or water-based 
appliances.

Now all that remains is the fitting of 
tiling and floors, which we always 
recommend to take place after the 
kitchen is in place so you use the 
smallest quantities necessary...

Finalise and build
Make sure all of your detailed decisions 
such as handles, lighting and worktop 
finishes are finalised and ordered with 
your designer.  It can be expensive to 
change your mind beyond this point...

Especially consider the positioning of 
sockets, appliances, extraction and 
lighting, taking into account the 
positioning of the fridge, kettle, hobs 
and other key features in the kitchen.

If structural work is to take place, you 
should consider how you will work 
around it, and potentially move out for 
its duration.9
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TOP TIP:  Decorate the walls and ceiling before your new kitchen is installed.  This 
means you’ll eliminate the risk of any spills or paint drips ruining the new cupboards.  

Whether you decide on a contrasting or complementary wall colour, always 
consider it’s practicality ongoing as well as using it to form the style kitchen you want.
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DONTs OF KITCHEN DESIGN:  

    Don’t imagine that the biggest kitchens are always the best.  With careful design, 
any size kitchen can be made stylish, practical and welcoming.

Don’t restrict yourself to your existing layout with a new style cabinet.... 
 If you have a chance to redesign your kitchen why not use it as an opportunity to 

improve those daily chores, create a new design feature, or streamline the workflow 
through the space?  Approach the kitchen design with an open mind and see 

what innovations you can build in!

Don’t try to emulate the latest fashions or kitchen trends as these can date very quickly. 
 View the scheme from a broader perspective and either go in the route of future 

trends, stick with a traditional and timeless style, or go with what you love - the best 
style of all!

Don’t attempt to factor in huge amounts of storage, at the sacrifice of your 
kitchen design.   Empty space is so important to balancing a design ...

And... you’re done!
Arranging a photo frame here, lining up recipe books on shelves - we’ll leave you to enjoy the 
finishing touches!

DOs OF KITCHEN DESIGN:  

    Plans are of no value if they’re not to scale - make sure you use gridded paper for your 
basic scale plans, or have a professional designer create them for  you.

Be fearless when it comes to design choices - play with contrasting cabinet sizes 
and finishes, and never be tied to design ‘rules’ or ‘trends’.  It’s always safe to go with 

what you instinctively love, the rest of the design will fall into place based on this...

Before you begin your design, analyse all of the pros and cons of your existing space.

Think around the options of a utility room or adjoining room to use the noisy 
appliances in, free us space, and use as a separate food prep station.

Try to strongly envisage the new kitchen, rather than relying on 3D visuals to make 
your design choices.

Consider your kitchen project in the light of an overall redevelopment, and think around 
whether any structural changes would prove beneficial to the layout.



Upcoming kitchen or bar project?

0203 191 6888
design@portlandcollective.co.uk
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